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Ex-post evaluation of new Shinkansen line projects
(Tohoku Shinkansen and Kyushu Shinkansen)

Hiroki IMAI, Masanori MATSUZAKI and Toshiji TAKATSU

This study evaluates the effect of the opening of two Shinkansen line; Tohoku Shinkansen (Morioka —
Hachinohe) and Kyushu Shinkansen (Shin-yatsushiro — Kagoshima-chuo). The evaluation was conducted
for the effect for commercial activities, sightseeing and regional convenience led by the reduction of
travel time and increase of duration time. As a result of the evaluations, it became obvious that de-
velopped effects have appeared for both the lines, such as increasing of traffic volume, improvement of
convenience, and also change of commuting route of the residents, increasing number of tourists, and

growth of business activities.



