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AN ANALYSIS OF DECISION-MAKING PROCESS OF HOUSEHOLD
RELOCATION USING THE STRUCTURAL EQUATION MODEL

Ang LI, Kuniaki SASAKI and Kazuo NISHII

Towards urban patterns for sustainable development, this paper aims to obtain a better understanding of
relationship between households’ residential satisfaction and their intention of moving. Both of them are
regarded as a key psychological factor in decision-making process of household mobility. The data used
in this study are derived from a survey conducted in Kyoto in 2007 to analyze household residential be-
haviors. The study firstly summarizes the characteristics of the respondents and their housings. Secondly,
empirical results indicate that ninety percent of the owners and sixty-three percent of the renters in sam-
ple were not considering changing their residence. Thirdly, it is also shown that residential preferences
are significantly associated with the household-size and physical conditions of the dwelling, availability
of social, recreational and educational services, neighborhood environment, and accessibility to shop-
ping. Based on the data applied with Factor Analysis, three aspects of accessibility, environment, and
economy are determined to represent residential satisfaction evaluation. Furthermore, the influences of
mobility experience and housing ownership on the satisfaction evaluation are identified confidently. Fi-
nally, a Structural Equation Model is applied to discuss the relationship between residential satisfaction

and their intention to move.



