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A Historical Review of Water Transportation in the Inba-numa Water System
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ABSTRACT

The course improvement works of the Tone river and the cultivation of Shimofusa area in the
Tokugawa Shogunate are known to have defended Edo area against floods and have supported the
finances of the Shogunate, respectively. In particular, important subjects of the development of
Shimofusa area were to perform the excavation works for flood control and to promote new-paddy
development around Inba-numa area. These led to the development of the water transportation in this
area. It is considered that the projects of the new-paddy development and the water transportation
around the Inba-numa area were not carried out only on this limited area but also had a significance of
the wider river-transportation network around Edo area, in which Tone river played a central role. It is
important to recognize that this network also induced the interactions between different cultures and
traditions in different places. However, after the Edo period, these projects became to decline gradu-
ally. In this paper, the process and the major reasons of the decline of the water transportation projects
are discussed from historical view points of the excavation works for flood control and the new-paddy
development from the Edo period to the Showa period. In addition, some possibilities are also sug-
gested for today's reactivation of the water-transportation system of Inba-numa water system.
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