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By Makoto OKUMURA

The objective of this paper is to review the concepts of industrial networks and thier
implications in regional growth and/or development policy. We note the early focus on
industrial networks in two historical traditions: one, an aspartial intersectoral approach
orginating in input-output economics and second a spatial approach from location theory
and regional economics, with both material-based streams merging eventually in the late 60s
under the rubric of the "growth pole" concept. In the last two decades, the fast changing,
diversifying demands and the flood of innovations have zoomed up knowledge and information,
while material-based networks have lost their importance. Several analysts have focused on
the recently growing knowledge-intensive networks in two ways; first by viewing network
organization as a mechanism for promoting a steady stream of innovations but lacking
empirical measures, and second by providing a few industrial case study. This paper
provides "Coproduction index", as an empirical mesure of non-material network in the entire

manufacturing sector in a systemic way.
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