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In the 1960's, the rate of Japan's economic growth was remarkably high. During this time,

the population and the socio-economic function were concentrated in citics on the coast of the

Pacific Ocean. These cities were called the ' Toukaido Megalopolis’. This concentration resuited

in a gap between this region and other regions. Inter-regional traffic is one cause of this gap

because ease of travelling, which determines the range of human travelling, is a very important

factor in selecting a permanent residence and social activities.

In this paper, authors analyze the degree of the public traffic service of each city in Japan

with the mesurement of the shortest travelling time, marking use of the mass transit network

and train and airplain time schedules.

The results of this study improves our understanding of inter-regional traffic service and

gives a useful index in regional planning.
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