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Economic Characteristics and Population Changes
in Major Japanese Cities
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by Hirofumi ABE

This paper aims to examine the economic and social
characteristics of major Japanese cities, and their
relationships with changes in population.
The shift-share analysis and the principal component
analysis are applied using various statistical data of
thirty four Japanese cities for 1975-1986. The results
of multiple regression analyses have revealed that the
provision of living facilities, the structural
component of manufacturing industries, and the
differential shift of tertiary industries are main
factors to determine the social changes in population

of major Japanese cities.
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