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Research on the Buffer Effect of a Water Area

BEHE -, BN EXR, BHEZ

By Shin-ichi SAKURAI, Norihisa YOKOUCHI and Takayuki YOKOTA

The purposes of this research were to verify, based on an awareness
survey of local residents, a hypothesis that, if a water area exists in
front, people feel that various influences of the opposite bank have been
mitigated and also to examine what factors inherent in that water area
contribute toward such a buffering effect, if any.

The actual survey was conducted in the Tokyo Bay area through
interviews with the residents of two housing complexes facing canals
vhose other banks are utilized differently from each other. Effective
replies were obtained from a total of 277 residents

The resultant findings were as follows : (1) The buffer effect was
noticed in the water area irrespective of the utilization method of the

other bank ; and (2) the shining of the water surface
boats, and other dynamic elements inherent

the cruising of
to a water area function as

buffers to weaken the influence of the other bank.
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