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An Impact Study of Outsiders’ Entry on Mountainous Local Community

by Norio OKADA, Kiyoshi KOBAYASHI,

MEFELS.NMRFEE E

Atsushi KITAO

This paper addresses the need for developing a new
system—analytic scheme in which to discuss vitalization
of rural, mountainous communities. For this purpose,
focus is placed on the role of outsiders entering what
otherwise would be a heavily-closed community. New types
of community residents have been suggested in addition
to the conventional type of inhabitant, i.e., "semi-
habitant" and "trans-habitant" who are defined to be
partially committed to community. Parson's AGIL scheme
of community as a social system has been introduced to
identify semi-habitants and trans-habitants from in-

habitants.

With a case study on Chizu-cho, Tottori Prefecture,
it has been scientifically shown that the outsiders of
these types entering the mountainous community of
"Yakohdani" have been positively affecting it, with a
result of gradual vitalization of the social functions

of the community.
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