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A HISTORICAL STUDY ON THE TRANSPORTATION OF OKINAWA ISLANDS

- Some

fundamentals and a general picture -

o i} E**'

by Kiyoshi Uyema

The Okinawa Islands,located in the East China Seaand a southern-most

prefecture of Japan,had its own kingdomwhich lasted for more than

four hundreds yvears until its unification

to Japan in 1879 .

With its 'historical isolation’ and storage of unique historical-

cultural assets,

research interests .

the islands so far has caught

many historians’

In this paper the author,having been engaged in

the historical study of Okinawan local civil engineering evidences ,

is to discuss some fundamentals and a general picture of the compre-
hensive transportation history of Okinawa Islands. The fundamentals

include the purpose of study, a proposal of periods-classification
frow view point of transportation history, "time differences” in in-

troducing of transportation means between Japan as a whole and the Is-

lands . This study is an introductive one of a comprehensive study
which is to last for some more years .
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