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URBAN RIVER AREA STUDY
The Environmental Impact of Recreation on the Sumida River during Bdo Period
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During the Edo period, rivers were the lifeblood to the growth and
development of Edo (the original name for Tokyo). The Sumida River was one

such important waterway.

By studying ukiyoe drawings of the sights of Edo, the river is seen to be
the main source of life and leisure for the community. Swimming, boating,
fireworks, viewing cherry blessoms, walks alang the riverside as well as
parties were some typical forms of recreation centersd on the Sumida River.

A 7 km section of the Sumida River between Shirahige bridge and Tsukuda
Island was selected for this study. Focus was on the organization of high
density recreation space, recreation activities, and how the river

environment supported them.

Improvements on the Sumida River as an urban waterway are under way.
And it is hoped that the results of this study will emphasize the importance
of the Sumida River on the present day life and leisure activities of its

surroundings.
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