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The Impact of Shinkansen on Regional Development

EEFET PREX

By Takayuki Ueda and Hideo Nakamura

Recently there has been a big debate whether or not new Shinkansen
projects should be executed. In this debate, there were two contrasting
views. One is that Shinkansen = stimulates the development of
non-metropolitan regions and contributes the disparity of population and
economic activities which highly agglomerated in metropolitan areas. The
other is that it results in higher agglomeration in metropolitan areas than
present.

This paper aims to clarify the conditions under which Shinkansen
stimulates the regional development. In the first step of the study
socio-economic changes in the regions along Tohoku and Joetsu Shinkansen
were statistically analyzed. Then, changes in the location behavior of
households and firms, which were caused by Shinkansen, were discussed by
using "location surplus principle”. Finally, the development of regions
classified into several types were described, according to such analysis and

discussion.
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