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A STUDY ON THE POSSIBILITY FOR ACTIVATION OF JNR LOCAL LINES
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The Japanese National Railways’ countermeasure for local lines are
being carried out on the basis of the Law on Special Measures for the
Rehabilitation of the Japanese National Railways which took effect in De-
cember 1980. Almost six years have passed and already 49 primary and
secondary specified local lines totaling 1,451.8km have been transferred or
marked for transfer, with the fate of 22 other lines totaling 1,366.5km still

undecided.

As preparations are advanced for the urgently required reform of
JNR’s legal status and although considerable progress has been made on
countermeasures for local lines, the large number of lines which have yet
to advance beyond the deliberative level is due to the anxiety of the local
populace about the future when the third sector, with its nucleus formed
by the region, will take over operations of those lines.

The authors have made a cluster aralysis and multiregression analy—
sis of the results of their study of the socioeconomic regional attributes
of the areas along these lines, studied the possibility for the activation
of these lines, and further carried out an analysis of the conditions

necessary for their healthy operation.
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