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The Evolution of the Systems Approach in Urban & Regional Planning

- the case of British planning -
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Under the 1968 Town and Country Planning Act, each local government

has been required to make a comprehensive and stategic plan which is

called a structure plan. Most planning agencies in local government

adopted the concept of the systems approach as a basic method to

make structure plans. The validity of this approach was verified

through an application to real-world problems. However, the socio-

economic situation in Britain changed drastically in mid-1970s and

the limitations of this approach were becoming clearer. Since then the

validity of this approach has been discussed. This paper reviews the

evolution of the systems approach in British planning and considers

its significance and

limitations. Then, alternative approaches are

explained which are proposed in the field of planning theory.
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