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HILL SHADING BACKGROUND MAPS AND THEIR APPLICATION FOR
REGIONAL PLANNING

Takashi MORITA

As the DTM has come to wide use, the building of hill shading maps has become more frequent,
because hill shading maps f{acilitate the understanding of land shapes more than contour maps. Hill
shading maps can be used as background maps for regional planning thematic maps; they are more
persuasive than those based on contour background maps. But hill shading map can be viewed differently
depending on the direction of lighting. The building of such thematic maps using hill shading background
map has been done by trial and error. In this paper, the technical framework for building such thematic
maps is discussed thorough the simulation and the application by digital processing.
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