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STUDY OF THE AWARENESS OF LOCAL RESIDENTS ON AN EXPANSE OF
WATER BY A FREE ASSOCIATION TEST AND CLUSTER ANALYSIS
Shinsuke SUGA, Ko OI and Hideo HARASAWA

The awareness of local residents on an expanse of water is discussed in this paper. For
this goal a free association test is carried out, in which sudjects are asked to write free-
ly what they associate with “expanse of water”. Cluster analysis is employed to classify
both the set of words appeared in the response and that of respondents. A matrix of
the frequency of word association by individual respondents is divided into submatrices
based on word groups and respondent groups resulting from the cluster analysis. To ex-
amine the awareness on an expanse of water the characteristics of some subgroups of
the respondents are found by analyzing the matrix and its submatrices.
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