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GROUP DYNAMICS OF ACTIVATION OF A RURAL DECLINING AREA:
THE TEN-YEAR HISTORY OF ACTIVATION MOVEMENT IN THE TOWN OF CHIZU,
TOTTORL JAPAN

Toshio SUGIMAN, Hisatoshi MORI and Tomohide ATSUMI

’I‘hisPaperdm'ibesmetm—ymrHstoryofdkactivaﬁonmovmmbyasmﬂgroupofﬁdemsmmeTownofChizu,Totton'
Prefecture, a typical rural declining area in Japan. The basic facts of the ten year history of the Town of Chizu was documented and
analyzed from a viewpoint of group dynamics (community dynamics). We show that the group of residents have successfully activated
the area slowly but steadily ,while overcoming strong resistance to change from the majority of residents. We also analyzed the
involvement of influential persons into the commumity who have contributed to gradually overcome the resistance.
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