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CIVIL ENGINEERING IN JAPAN
——REVIEW OF THE YEAR 1968 AND FUTURE PROSPECTS

The investment into the construction industry in Japan in 1968 is expected to reach ¥ 9432.5 billion
($26.2 billion) which is up 12.9% over the year 1967. This total amount is made up of ¥3197.1
billion in the civil engineering industry (16.19% up) and ¥ 6235.4 billion in the building industry (11.3
9% up). The above sum in the civil engineering industry comprises ¥ 1744.0 billion of public investment
(13.6 % up) and 3 1453.1 billion of private investment (18. 9% up). Corrésponding to the increase in' the
amount of construction investment, and with the EXPO 70 (to be held in Osaka) near at hand, many
large-scale construction works were pushed on vigorously, which include the TOMEI and the CHUO
Express-ways, the new trunk lines of the National Railways, and the works associated with the EXPO.
On the other hand, devastating disasters also took place, among which were the 1968 Tokachi-oki
Earthquake and several river floods caused by torrential rains. The growing importance of civil
engineering education and the problems related to civil engineers were also recognized and the necessity
of more future effort regarding these probiems were indicated.

This issue reviews the activities in various civil engineering fields in 1968 and tries to find their

future prospects in the years to come. The problems discussed are as follows :
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