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STUDIES ON ALLEVIATION OF DEATH ACCIDENTS BY FLASH FLOOD

1 2 3
Josui MATSUDA, Takao YAMAKOSH]I and Keiji TAMURA

1 163-0730 2-7-1
305-8516 1-6
305-8516 1-6

The aim of this study is to clarify the principal causes of the death incidents by flash floods through
studying the recent flash floods in Japan. Seventeen significant flash floods were selected as floods of
interest. As a result, the following characteristics were found to be common aspects. 1) The floods were
triggered by short-period and very localized heavy rainfall. In many cases, there was little rain around the
victims at the time of attacks by flash floods. 2) The main difference between ordinary floods is that many
losses occurred in the channel. They were sometimes fisher men, playing children, and those who intend
to be there for some purposes. 3) Furthermore, there are similarities in the channel where people were
killed. The channels are shaped, such as a rectangular profile with high upright sidewalls. 4) Most
witnesses told that the first moment that they really started evacuation was the moment they visually
caught the surge of flash flood.

Key Words : flash flood, death accidents, short-time local heavy rain, channel shape, Recognition
of danger
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