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FIELD INVESTIGATION OF THE FLOOD DISASTER IN SOUTH-WEST
AREA OF SRI LANKA OCURRED IN MAY 2003
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In the southwest of Sri Lanka, a heavy flood occurred on 17-18 May in 2003, which caused severe river
inundations and landslides in a wide area. About 300 persons were killed, and houses, farm products and
infrastructures were heavily damaged. In order to investigate this flood and sediment disaster from the
hydrological and hydraulic aspects, the committee on Hydroscience and Hydraulic Engineering, Japan
Society of Civil Engineers (JSCE) delegated its members whose major are hydrology, hydraulic engineering
and river engineering as a flood investigation team by JSCE. In this paper, resuits of the field investigation
are shown for three river basins in Sri Lanka that were severely damaged by flood and landslide disaster

induced by the heavy rainfall.

Key words : Sri Lanka, heavy rainfall, flood disaster, landslide disaster, field investigation

1. IZC®IC

20035 HICA Y T B EHEE - I A
Bk E - tWKEELTIERIL, #5300 ADIE
BHERN R AANOHEKEEZNTRIEEE RS2 2T
T, TRZBSKIFEZEBRTHIOKEDHRHEZG
W EEL. AU S AIEEBRA/NET, BIRER
FEEWS ZEHH D, FRIOKEEFHICHE
LTHESNIHESHING, FOoFEFRENTYSTIE
FHHDOTRTNVEDBEZSNS. LM Lans,
INSDOFHEMFEORHREZFB U TRENERS Z &
ZWTh<, BIIRENZAY S HEYDETZS
< OBF®E LEZENMICKELED, BEWIH
BLTHATESZZ L WM IEINS T L 28R
L, XAz EmL-.

2. PAEXSRE 2003 F 5 BKERFOERHE

(1) RAEMNR

KEREOHRRIL, BWEOREN2EZAUT N
BPEERICALE S D AN, F0, ZINT IO
FHELE INSORBOMEER— 1 (a)lIRT.
NS ORBICBWTEHIAEEFS &3k, ik
BURF, HUGITEBOERE, AT1 Y, KFFEIIBWTT
CHEa—RHAEERTY, BEBIEINICEIDGIE
B INZREFICETHERZMNEL =,

AT OB, Bk THREH, ¥
FH B IR IC T o ns. g,
E O EEICAIE T 5. EEHHE TR 30~200m
WAMELTHD, BLoxkFHrz 4505 AUT>
T OFINE, FREHICEEZRL T, #Imno>T
BHERIZHETLTWS, hRE# TR, fEliE
LRGSR Ic X TalEh, ESasim

-433 -



Rainfail (mm)
[ ©-25
1 25-%0
1 56-75
3 75-100
LEe ?’7‘3100 125

(a) HRFIR (b) BHRERNERD
B-1 WEMRIAHREKEHROBANERNE

THEZ S OBBSPERMDERINTVNS, ZHHD

FJ, CPREECHD SRESR ST, LER®,

TN EITLTHRNS.

(2) 2003 & 5 A/KEROEHINE

200345 HIZAY T hmElEEE8E - -dtkB &L
UEwic ks KEROBREEE LT, O5 AT
Bl oo ol Q7o oick
SikfeRe, @A ENBEOETENR, D=
NEITHN5.

e ENS 10EDMENSEEEICMET S X
US2hTE, ZCaEOBTHYr 7020 B
W20 EIETED, ZORRES 11 H~12 AiICiE
FEFRLTWS, SEOYA 7021032003 £ 5 A
11 B2 5 5 H 19 R Tw-< D ELAEEET
NHANBEIEEL, 22— /%Wﬁbf Z)
T OAEHERICKAEES . -1 03K ER
4# (5H 16 H~18 H) DHf, 5H6H~13 HD 1
HEDOZY) 5 hEEORKENIFTHS. AU T
CHREEHICBNTIE, 100mm 282 % 1 @BHNE
ZEHL TN,

R, WVIIREBO S M7 Si2B0nW T, 5 A 1
BENoEFROOSBISHETIL, - 2ITRT &
B, 600mm ZBABENEZHULZ. ZHniTk-o
T, REREMFOTHEAKMNITTIIBIML TV
a%zemé.%@%w,w%matm,ihf7

IZHBNT 156mm, 51 EHE5 A 17 HiZid 146.5mm
@ﬁbm%m%ﬁMLt ¥IZ, 5 817 H 3K~21
Rk TO 18 FEI D — BN T 366.1mm Z8HI L
THD, FOHRO 14 FE~15 BOBIZIE, 99.8mm O
BEWNEZBHAL TWS. Thbb, AN
BOEFERN, TOARBEXEFOERNE/LZ2ER
FHEDEBEOERICE>ZEEZ LN,

3. AINFRBICHITARE

(1) BkKE

FIWINE A T > J1 O EITALE T S i 5 1 R
2,690km?, B/ ERER 100km OFJITH B, X
U T 2 HBFERR)OERNC LWL, EEERKE

il I
121314 1% 16171819 20°21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29.30 31

=551

R ;
L3 s sEER |
oy L]

-— 00

puE:3
» e RE

P ol ==

B—3 JbifEX

FEM 4,000mm TEHERKHEN 73R8 m®* T, 20
BRRIIOVNEOEMEHENEOK 2/ TH 5.
AN OFIIR — 3 1R T L DI LR O TR
(5 N7 IHR)E TROEEME (Vs S
HiIX) D2 DI e N5, IR OIS S 50
O F TOESZEII 2,250m TH DN, Lisd Sk
D 36km T, FEHE 2,250m M5 14m IZE TRBIC
HTLTNWBZEMS, ZORBOXRFEIZIAEMN
1/5,000 REOERAEFNITHS. 51T, WROR
U T TR & i /A o055 R SN ER
1B 50m DR E72>TH D, TN LREA
TORKILEZBET 5 —RIZ/R>TW5.

ottt of 0T THE T T I
PG DL S O JINEF T DRI EL,
JNEE D 2 2 TRITEONI 2B -0 kg ENRE
LTV, 2003 £ 5 AOUAKMITHEKT
23.9mMSL IZZELTHD, ZHUIBIHE EE 4 Lo
ETH DY, HEHTOMKEDT 3m 2B TH
D, KTORBD 1 EIIKELE., ShFTIT
OB KFRITH 1,300m%sec EHEE XN, T8 50
EHMBRIKEELEOIETHS

SEOBAKBEBORKIL I RICEHNINTSD,
ZIIOESHRBESEGE 1/5000), ORIHICERHRL
HEDICHRKEOW, O T HTHIROBAETIZ
KAEETENWDZETH S,

FANVNDT R FTSHAD S LIEER OF
Rofiziniddkizzc oo BRI £ Tk~
FIA3THD. £, FEONLBRETE S -0,
STHEULEOFEIZE S ED ELERIR ST

- 434 -




Wiz, ERZEOFELZRETSE, I FTIHRN
HIRROKF THPKIEEIIERNES T2 E0nWD KD
BB LICEKL, BEERHTICHZLDTH
5. ZHUIRIF 0 BKOFRRIIRETIC L HHE LIS
DEENRLIZ ERICKATEZEIREDHDEEZ
515, BE— 1130V ETROF M SICE
THEILTHTDORELTH D, FERIL Som BET
& 5. HENIZ Z OWIE T 1,000m’/s £ 2 21K T e
HEEFETERNWEREDbN 5.
THREDAIE Z B DL T HE DINITKIE
R INTWE, ZOFEOILES LRERRIZO
2< D ELRILETIESE - fTHRBAFIXNZNWED
ZETHD. BEAORRAN QAN KILEIRFIT LR
HlIFEBRAIEFRE SN T,

(2) £MKE
T b F LT IMTBNTIZE < OEFT THEMNT
AL, ZhicEn 12&b0Amhikbiz. BE
—2(@), b)E, TD5Bbb-oELBEDEBEEFTZE
¥z, 8 BOREZERATNTIVIIBITZ2HEDK
ERRBHORIERLIZHDTHS. BE— 2(a)
ITHAIEEEE, BE— 2 (b)id 2004 F 4 AICRBIT 5
EREOHBHOKRTERLEDBDTHS. TIT
8 LMAEZTHDITIo7z. MEBLLAROREA O
TR ONTIRINSOEERZTMSITbMh 6N
2, FERTIIE LT ISR SN, Rt
WINZFIZarN TR T LEKRTFBESNS. 20O
55, BEEARUOLWBEIOEBNCE > TEANE
RENTHY, EROLWBEOENT, N2
BEEBA-TWBEBICLS2DDOTHS
BEE-20b)0 1 FZOREERS &, BB LRI
FEAERBEIN, MBEIZIZEAELTHNESTH
57, FRMVRBEORERABTEDODN TS, £
7z, BEBLIWOBEREICH > TEbNIZEED,
—ERIIITAEEL TNSRFHAZS.
IWEFERICIIRENASNS. ZOEDITILE
NEMELTHREIN, BEEANOFEEDZDE
BRAZILBICRENLTTEEL TS, ZOLDREF
MO L BB DR DA T KEFZIL
ASEEBERO—DTHDEEZLNS. BHTO
MEWMOFEICKD L, TBANIEREZBT L%
FERIZEELTVWSN, BEAEZTRITRLRNE
DZETH5.
IONTIFZBTH@BIEITINIF 2R 1k
0, —RHICRARY LIRS Nz EH RIS TN
5. ZORRY LDOEMREBBII TR THOWELZE
FIEEILzEINTNSA, LEICLDZRKERA
REEND > &N D H|EITRENTWRN.

(3) XM REXE

AT AT, Fealgelz, B, ST
DKEOEED LU EFEE, BEHBOERICH
TBEYE, FEIEOEDHIT, HITRDONTF—KT
W TOERBED SNTWE=. I 8 F 75 TIRSHE
DREBOFNIZNY — R v TNZERL T, L

ER FIVIND T T H T DBRFEER

i

(b)
BE-2 N7Id¥BIF5HE

ML, Zoxy TREMZEDLN N ELD T
HO, ZDEEBEEARERFRMERINTNS.
TRREERBOMNEKE LT, FESER, THIUNA,
HIHEE, REHOBEHERENMTHhONE.
INMHHEOMEEL T, £7, #HTXRONY—
Rvwy77ovzy b, NF—R<Tw
713 50000 77D 1 BE 10000 77D 1 OHUEITH L
THESNTWS. ZONY— R w 7, LHF A,
i, R, T3, WE, KXENERREEEE
LT, MEREOERETEREINTNS
FOMDEGHBOMELLT, HIABFEICLDHE
HKHA O ADBENRETENTNS. Thbb,
AR EERETHBICKERT v VT —
Y EEAAND Z &, HITRDERIIETOESZD
HA RSA U2BHTEHE, RO/ EI

-435 -



KOHRITHORIE, BREZEBROETRETHS.
iz, REFEROYE R ZELC THROERZREL,
MBICBTBEHANCETEIIAI AT A —R—AD
NI T4 THEBOBR, BKEEOEME, FHO
BWARH, GRHIICBITDEROMEEE, ERRHER
NOBEDRB R EEZRHELED LS EZEZXTNS.

4. FUNRBICEITIKRE

(1) #kilE

FUINEAY T > hmEmo I —)VIEZFN DA
THO, TOFWREMEIL 947km?, FEEIT 112km
ThHsd (A—45H). 2003F5 A 17 HOBHET
WF IO EFRHZROICERAFEELE. mOh
5 20km LEHRICMIET B F ) EFRORI T THK
WENFEA L, LEKITTROEREANRZE 3~4 HNT
TIRTF L7z, SRR TREN /KK ZBRKL T
BT Ao e B TH D, BKILER:, BT
WX TIRILEADHENHHELS, BAKBED 2m 2k
TREL, EBHETNOREOREAKLERED, —
OISR Tt I IR LR bz, TOKET 17
LML 72D, T4 27 THRVBEYICH K
wENELE.

2003 5 A 17 HORBOERKT, NI r
DOFMHUFIT 350mm 2B A SENICEDONEZ. £
OEIIFFNN DOKRPLINIEERFR EED S aho 720, B
EETITKMIZABICERLE. LT, BETI
FIVTHIKIIEBAK L, FJIDKAIEES ETITRWN
FEWER U RI)VT OEMTITEKILEN T4
L, fTAZBIREKkORERICcEsEN/E. FH®E, ¥
TIORHMRTHEEORI ERD, RBITZELRITIE
Wiz, s A18 HORH, I/ BLUV=VH~
b UK OEEEZITHRNERD, AMEDORERE
TR, NFhA<, TILEFY, LN, d-)b
MRS P K B % 2T 7=,

FONFOFUINAMOTIE, SEOBKREZER
T2 TRREHNRL, FIKLREE D>
7=, I=)VRIMALBES S, d—)b &0 Rz
SEE DB T, BOKRMKD 0.6m T E THKAL
MER L. COEIBRWICESRTIT—IIVETIE,
BHMEICEE > TTEMNE RN T2 &
2k, TV OBEKICE 2 & NEE L 7=,

5 A 19 HORIZTIZL, WKL BB T3tk x i
EFL, BOmIAIIHEEECHKE ORERZMH
L7,

(2) BAHE

17 %AMEGEIOKETIHLE LD, 05 BHT N
DTOREIL6 4. FRDITEAICKBHETEETHS.
DR &b LT, BKICKDITEENL VWO
HMETHS. #HEHEITH 32,000 F, #HENED O
Eno DL, RV, ¥USv, FI¥, =¥ H
<, NTHY, FELTI-)ITH3.

B—4 F2)IHEK

ER-3 PKLEMRAOR > 75

BEAKIOEERS, BAFIC K- TIRILEKORN HHEL,
BKED 2m 2837 EL, £RBETAORED
BKLUZD, —HOMB TIHBHIIR#EZZDHD
IR THS. BEHFIIFRONLDOERTH S.
BOKOREZE, FRIET ATV DAT A TEE
LTHEELTWE., BENR#EEREZEHL, &M IZE
ELZ HOEBEIZEITHERMEA SNz, BT
ENCBELTERIE, —SBENZFRD DW= EEIT
b ERL<fThNBERTH S, HEE - KBS
BIER (BE) IS HIMNICEOKRE 2E 7. B
. B D7 OMITEERERE DREEZIT .

FUNIDEKEMIZEL TIE, WOMNS 12km fF
BETOTHRREUNREREBHEIN TR, F
O TFREBIMEFE TR ORMNE W=D, BN
HORKIEBRICH SREINTNEIERTHS. §
HIZIZE D INOKAL D LR B 720, ZIOKIEFE >
JIAJNZCEBRR FTERWEORTHAKLTVWS
(BEE-3). #kaidrEOEBICELD, 1975
FITHB SN 10 FHERBERZ R E L 5,000ha
DK OBIKEEHE, 10 EFTO R > THOBEIEE
INEBEETH . FHRAIIZIINE 30m B D53 7KK
INHo TN, TDOKHEERETDPEM T IZERTH
5.

F N OB TOKE KD EIZRN. £&
Fo-MABENE, SEOL S BAKILEITE R
AT BHEREMIIEN. £, AKILEDZOREIL
T EEE NN,

- 436 -



LEOHK, AmEkDSaREOREINSIK
LEYERNEZDDTEETH S, BBHOIERLEDT
RELSHFHHINDZDT, LTI TFERIATLOD
BHPERZEDZOBEH S X7 L OBfH, KE
DfEBRMEERA I B LHLBHFEOERNSHD BN
ETHAD.

SEOAKETHE, WKILCEORBEDOD DI IT
MAFIITONEZELTH SN, TV RT7T0F LN
TRAAT 4 TUN DK EEREEL, H T
ERESUDOIICIBZAENFTLTH-=EED
N5, BIETHIEFOFRICREICEL WEREZR
Z, BREEMICEEZICHBIED I ENEEHRE
THO, BOHITHMNS {EFENOHEREHRFORE
i, %I 227 4 —NTORERIEREE &
HMITEMARI O - L2 N0 ERH S, £-B
KREAER 2 EIIREREBITERLT, iikELT
BT L EEHIT, PIKBEOEME L THSER
GBI EMNEEL .

SICBEEKILEERE ORI - B X7 4, ILEHK
THOEHEIATLOEEOEELZMETHS. K
B O N THKILENE Uiz, #ERRE
WNZIREN DB IR T 20, ERATEH TN
TS L EEOEREVDICHENIT 20, -8
BHORBYEZ WNICER T 50, BT TR
DT ATE 2 RER INBHEEFEREEZNDICEK
%'3‘%)73372 87‘7\ @@Zk%fﬁwun&éﬂf;ﬁ%ﬁgf%
D, $h - HBICEL T, %ET (B, ®ETA) &
ez HEROBED, HIHICEHLU TR EER,
FLTHRI T4 T OEENEETHDEEZISN
5. INS5DOZ &, 2004 7 BOOLNEOFEDP

BHICBILEMKELOHEETZEIANHSD.

5. ZNTIINRRICBEIFDHRE

(1) #HkE@E
ZINVTIINER) T hEEtsFo<v—4 F IR
frE L, Jb#& 6° 137 5 5° 557 SHEE 80° 257
N5 80° 38 7 TS S (B—5). FEEH YL
EHOER 1,050m Y=V VY &S00 FIH 3. Hilk
£l 70km THD, BEHEOT—F IHTT > RER
F <. BEEAEIT 1,070km? T, FIRE2 OILEEIL
HBHETHD, FERRYITEDATWS, $jF
BT LB, A1 AOMHEMKIEET, EFHOIFE
AEFKEERS TS, IUEBOFEITRLET
EBRTHO, THEBICBWTHRIZ/NELS 2.

ZIVT SN EHRORNT Y QKL ER— 6 1277,

5817 805 18 HXNTTKMNNELERL, &K
35ft(10.7m) & B X TW 5. BEKHIE DK AL E EhEl gk
TENEHEZB A TWEED, HERC X 2EHIK
IZEINTNS. BRRAMOEHIZEBLZE5 H 18
HOFRT4BPRICECZEHEEINTVNS., 20k
RIMBETDIEIRY Y TOBESIIREBEREINT
B, 18 HOHME 2,900m’s itk L T 5.
ZIMEH 30km FIROY VAN TV HEKHESE
TIEBRKRAKAMAA 18 H O/ 3 RpZE kI N T3,

A KA o
i . — s }
™ 4
N
RN
5 T e
VDN BEERN
B-5 L9 ZIHER
Water Level at Bopagoda, Nilwala Ganga (May 2003
@
Maximum flood water - 35.5 f at 18/05/2003, 4.30 am.

it was recorded on a cloumn of a near by house -~ River Water Level in fest

Gaged submerged at 17/06/2003, 6.00 p.m.
catchment area = 411 km?

-}

Water level (ft)
]

: é%ﬁ
. ooy

10

/!’“’W

o

g & & & &8 g § § & § &
B—6 U INERORNNTY DKL

EROUKE—VRANTRIDEBNEHELT,
18 HRWIZ T ORI EIW S Nz 7z, IBRKN
|AICEKL, AEROTFTHROBKE-TRED LT
MEEEZSNS. ZOHHNL, UWEINEHRE
INFEE (FET4RE) HDSRTELWVWHDOER
bz BH-7hobhaEDICEICTHROY S
TTEH1SAMN S 19 BICMIT TIRNOKMR EH L,
19 BiZ72% ERNKLMPEANAKMLOE LS 2> T
W5, AR T SN TN S HsIER O Wi
HThaED, LEKMEFLOTN, Ez, K
B3k — 2 BRICEIN 2 B TWEZ EHFD
FRTHD. BEMPFELTNWEIEDHH DD, iR
BHAEOENII TRICB VW TERBICOZ> TRV
KN W, BREICALIIIN S OREEANK
KEBUTHRHRATICE>THAKINZDEEFED T
Lo, REOEERRIIECEROZETH
5.ERTIE, BEREG) o NE ZENho 72720,
IOEI R EFlahot. R T TXo TIEFIZ
HkEhiz, EMREOBRRIZ, AR TIERENEY
ELETHSTEY, EBHZYSEBSOHENE

WG TEDZNS EHHALE. DD ERDIR
HEH S ORI, AKEENENDEFRENZRL,

- 437 -



Water level in meters (M S.L)
\
N
*
H
»
¥
®
*
J
i
'S
[ ¢
&
& :
» T
b o
i q
: 1%
%
M

180503 9:00
19/0503 000
1905/03 15:00
20/05/03 600
2010503 21:00
210503 12:00
220503 300
2210503 18:00

170503 300
17/05/03 18:00

B—7 Vo UHKESE DKM

ER—4 59 RAP—H—Ic k3 NEEEES
— BRI A B7-DFERICREZY)S ZEAD
FEERBN N =M S HBH L 7.

(2) #HEP=E

DIV Z)INEiAZE 30 FERICh o TE/KILED
U &3 o FOD, FROIFEALE
WBBKICH T ERBRZ B0, TOHRENE
KU7. 1l B SHBESTZBERORED, TLERS
OF, FiENSHTNRYD, BKDOEREICDNTIE
WLoNTWE FEHBINSDEFERICDONWTIIZR
ML TW/=. LaL, FRiCBIT3 18 HOILEIK
WOWTWH I RAE—H—ICXB2ERNDHDET
FREAMAOERZEZTVRRTHo 7. BEHES
— & FEBII 1T BN SIS EHEL TV, £
BEICERIEZ RO - OIZILEMEAL TH ST
H5. T RAE—h—IT Xk BHEKIL, ZU—W:
T—RHEICLI2RBRERHEBENRDBDT, EHROREKA
E—h—MNob-o=bidTidhn (BE-4). ZhH
DAE—HN—IREVNEZDEIBIIREBELTHD,
FERANOEENLERFEIC NGO OB ZEET,
HigxIhs, LML, LB RRERIZRIT L
729, RENHEZWIN L= 2 ED Z &/
o7z, HTXEROFEICKD E, BElREbHDOMN S TKAL
MERL, BfizKUZESED. £, AEREZE
FIEPEFTOENB R THhITF 2 — AL < H
o7, UL, M#ETIEMMNERIN TV DT
TR, LDHATHFOERICHEHHEL TS, W
SEUZEE%RIE, 18 HMS 19 HIIMIT TERRSO Y —

I OEMICEDMITE > THHETNAZ. 18HIZT
— & SEBFN S ER S BRITHEMKEND D, EH
BRIZINNE L - B OB E B EDOERE, B
IS FEOREBE AT, £, EBRKRES
NGO I 19 HEARE, Jo A s HBEYE, PR
BERBAARE., —8, EERIEEDITO>TVS. 18
H, 19 BIZi3NY 27— K2 HBYE DHZED
ThbhTng. LEMEOEONDOELRTIE, BE
DEENTON TV, ZHRKEATIEIRLS, H#
TERNEMOBREL THREL TS THS.
:m%wﬁ%ﬂﬁk& CEREINZ. E2, —EHO

%% WBHEOEDIT/MNERHABEINTED, KT
L AVESY
6. BHYIC

2003E5 AD A T U AKEICHL THEZITW
R ORIS &Rz

(1) 5AIEBLLWIA 70 OEKIZED, R
DSEFE L, W ORI & 0 LR AR L T2 1,
EHENICEEOLON.

2 AUZAORID%E I LERETRAE, T
TS TRRSENBELE /2> THD, LIRS THT
RY - WANNE<FEEL, FFRETIIAERIE
RNIR T & TH FAW O KB EN . RITHIVIIT
BRIV ATHENEROPAEL EI5>THD, KD
HNEHEETERE, HBORKEEDBKEZLERS
BlEREREREZ>TND.

() HHEDOZIFIMTRD - TERBEDOLWKF
KEBHDTHS.

(4) BHHEOMBEBFMNOFHILTLOAL—
W ONZER TR, £ EBFIETORD
S5NTWER, TWKEELZRBL TWEho 722D
BT LBRERGREIE R Mo T,

B AR COBEMBAEEZERET SIC%20, HHE
FEANAIREERMHO®E 227, BETER
OHEENK, BHERK, B EXK, Raor
NEKBEBFONEB—TE, N HEICEZ<
DERBZSNICELZOEEEZR > THWE, 22
LU THEBREMICHEZETS.

SE 3K

1)  Zubair, L.: The weather leading to the recent floods and
landslides in Sri Lanka.
http://iri.columbia.edu/~larccf/wcsl/May2003 htm

2) ERSEZRENGS:. TR 15 FEEREEERRAEX
U5>ﬁEIﬁA1%#mEﬁwﬁ/ﬁ¢mﬁ%#
EFRAE RS E, 23p, 2004.

(2004.9.30 =4)

438 -



