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RESPONSE OF LARVAL RELEASE OF UCA TO TIDE
IN THE YOSHINO RIVER MOUTH

Higp A - FERE
Susumu NAKANO and Koji UNO

'ERE M (D)
PEERR

BERFYEIR THAER TR (T770-8506 FEHIRIH =BH 2-1)
BEBREAER T HFRAHELAHRE (T770-8506 fEETRH =50 2-1)

The intertidal flat at the mouth of the Yoshino River is well-known as one of few remaining habitats for fiddler
crabs, Genus Uca, that are classified in the near threatened species in the Red Data List edited by the
Environmental Agency of Japan. To understand characteristics of this benthic animal's life history on and around
the itertidal flat is useful for examining conservation methods of the area. In this study, the hatching and
dispersion process of the larvae of Genus Uca were investigated through laboratory experiments and field
observations. The results are summarized as follows: 1) The larvae of Genus Uca are hatched during a restricted
period around a flood tide in a spring tide.  2) The adaptability of zoeae to variations of salinity is considered to be
fairly high because they were collected at positions with a wide range of salinity. 3) The amount of zoea
individuals emerging in one hour at this intertidal flat was estimated to be about 150,000.
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