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United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

UNCLOS, 1982F IR, 1994FH1)
PREAMBLE
The States Parties to this Convention,
Prompted by the desire to settle, in a spirit of mutual understanding and
cooperation, all issues relating to the law of the sea and aware of the historic
significance of this Convention as an important contribution to the

maintenance of peace, justice and progress for all peoples of the world,

Conscious that the problems of ocean space are closely interrelated and need
to be considered as a whole,

Have agreed as follows:

-8  [ELdEEART O

1992 EERERFESE (U AHERY I v )

Agenda 21 — Chapter 17

PROTECTION OF THE OCEANS, ALL KINDS OF SEAS, INCLUDING ENCLOSED AND
SEMI-ENCLOSED SEAS, AND COASTAL AREAS AND THE PROTECTION, RATIONAL
USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR LIVING RESOURCES

17.1. The marine environment - including the oceans and all seas and adjacent
coastal areas - forms an integrated whole that is an essential component of the global
life-support system and a positive asset that presents opportunities for sustainable
development. International law, as reflected in the provisions of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea referred to in this chapter of Agenda 21, sets forth
rights and obligations of States and provides the international basis upon which to
pursue the protection and sustainable development of the marine and coastal
environment and its resources. This requires new approaches to marine and coastal
area management and development, at the national. subregional. regional and global
levels, approaches that are integrated in content and are precautionary and
anticipatory in ambit, as reflected in the following programme areas:

a. Integrated management and sustainable development of coastal areas, including
exclusive economic zones;

b. Marine environmental protection;

c. Sustainable use and conservation of marine living resources of the high seas;

d. Sustainable use and conservation of marine living resources under national
jurisdiction;

e. Addressing critical uncertainties for the management of the marine environment
and climate change;

f. Strengtheninginternational, including regional, cooperation and coordination;

g. Sustainable development of smallislands.

X9 Agenda2l 17 B
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