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The last decade was the significant period for the applications of structural optimization.
Despite active continuous research and numerous publications, practical applications were
hardly found prior to 1980. Practioners must have been aware of its existance, but had
maintained "respectable distance” from automated structural optimization. In 1980s, however,
small motivated group of engineers successfully applied this technology to sufficiently practical
problems to aquire management support at .various aerospace companies in the U.S.A.
Currently, this trend is accelerating and substantial investments are being made to take
advantage of available techniques and software. This background makes it possible for us to
assess applications of structural optimization in early 1990s.

Key Words :  Structural Optimization, Structural Synthesis, Automated Design,
Multidiscipline Analysis/Design, Aircraft Structure Design
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