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FORMATION OF FAULT/SHEAR ZONES AND THEIR CHARACTERISTICS

Omer AYDAN, Shinya KODATE, Yoshimi OHTA and Izumi SAKAMOTO

Fault/shear zones may cause very severe engineering problems such as heavy water in-flow,
squeezing, instability and they may be pathways for leakage of radio-active wastes to the
environment. In this study, the main causes of fault/shear formation and some actual examples
are described. Then, the results of several experimental programs undertaken on the formation
of fault/shear zones are presented. Finally, some proposals have been done how to characterize
the geometry, fracturing, morphology and internal structure of fault/shear zones and some
examples are given using some rock classifications.
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