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LITERATURE REVIEW ABOUT DIRECT TENSION TEST OF ROCK MASS

Suguru SHIRASAGI, Kazuo TANI and Tetsuji OKADA

Field testing methods to evaluate tensile strengths of rock masses were investigated by literature review.
Six papers for five different methods for direct tension tests were found. These can be categorized into
three types with respect to the shapes of specimen and the loading systems. All the test methods were still
under development/research stage, and their practical applications and/or experiences are limited. Thus,
the standardization committee of the Japanese Geotechnical Society judged that standardization of these
test methods was too early for the moment, at March 2013.
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