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EXPERIMENTAL STUDY ON CRACK GROWTH AND STRENGTH
CHARACTERISTICES OF SPECIMENS INCLUDING A CRACK WITH
DIFFERENT WIDTH

Kenji TANAKA and Tateki ISHII,

The rockmass contains many discontinuities so called joints. They effect on the strength and
mechanical behavior of the rockmass. The widths of discontinuities are generally different of each. In this
paper, uniaxial loading tests were carried out by using several specimens with two kinds of a performed
crack: open crack and closed crack. The varieties of width of discontinuities produced different results of

wing-crack growths and strength.
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