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ACCRETIONARY PRISM FORMATION AND SUBMARINE LANDSLIDE

Yasuhiro YAMADA and Toshifumi MATSUOKA

Submarine landslide is a common feature along the subduction margins around Japan. This study run
analogue model experiments of an accretionary prism, which is a typical subduction style in South-West
Japan, and found a number of slope failures in the models. Such slope failure is concentrated at
deformation structures related to the frontal thrust (the low angle reverse fault at the deformation front)
activity. This suggests real submarine landslide may also be active at the frontal thrust in the deep water.
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