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DROP-CRUSHING TEST AND BOX SHEAR TEST OF SIMULATED METHANE HYDRATE

EHEF - /K"
Nobuko KURITA, Kazuo TANI

Although methane hydrate is known as a promising energy resource, no economical method has been

proposed so far for exploitation from deep ocean seabed. The authors proposed a new recovery method

typically comprised of excavation, separation and retrieval processes. In this method, crushability of methane

hydrate layer is one of the most important issues especially for excavation and separation processes. This study

investigates the crushability of simulated methane hydrate layer by both drop-crushing tests and direct shear

tests.
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