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INVESTIGATION OF VARIOUS METHODS FOR EXPLOITATION
OF OCEAN METHANE HYDRATE AND PROPOSAL OF ESR METHOD

& Mk*
Kazuo TANI

Methane hydrate reservoirs found in deep ocean floor are considered as promising natural gas resources.
Literature review is conducted on various methods for exploitation of this ocean methane hydrate including some
popular methods utilizing thermal stimulation and depressurization to extract dissociated methane hydrate through
deep-drilled wells. Then, the excavation-separation-retrieval method proposed as a new mining method for ocean

methane hydrate is examined. Its merits and relevant future development are discussed.
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