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TRIAXIAL CREEP CHARACTERISTICS OF SOFT ROCKS
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The creep characteristic of soft rocks should be evaluated by considering the creep failure. If
the creep failure is not likely to occur, creep characteristics can be expressed in terms of creep
coefficients and delay time constants. Creep coefficients represent the ratio of creep
deformation to the total deformation, Delay time constants govern the progression of creep
deformation with time. However, if the creep failure is to occur, creep characteristics can be
expressed by the minimum creep strain rate, creep failure time and failure strain. In this
paper, we present creep characteristics with the consideration of creep failure through triaxial
creep tests. In the triaxial creep tests the confined pressure was varied and , creep

characteristics are evaluated for various creep stress levels and the confined pressure.
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