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INFLUENCE OF STRESS PATH ON THE MECHANICAL PROPERTIES OF JOINTED ROCKS
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Rock masses may come under various multiaxial loading conditions when major large works,
such as excavations or foundations, are carried out. Therefore, in order to quantify the
behaviour of jointed rock masses, engineers need to know sufficiently the influence of stress
path on all the mechanical properties of intact rock and joints.

In this study, the strength and deformation characteristics of jointed rock masses are
studied by experimental approaches, taking into account the stress path corresponding to the
stress possibly developed in rock masses. The results show that stress path followed during

the experiment has a great effect on the mechanical characteristics.
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