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Examining Anisotropy of Sedimentary Softrock
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Inherent anisotropy of the stiffness and strength of an about 2 million years old
sedimentary soft mudstone,which is nearly unweathered and techtonically only slightly dis-
turbed, was investigated. Triaxial compression tests were performed by using core samples
retrieved by block sampling. The samples with the axis being in certain horizontal directions
in-situ were slightly stronger and stiffer than those with the axis being vertical in-site. but
the difference is not larger than 30 %. So. large anisotropy of stiffness and strength was not
found at this site.
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