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Abstract

The behavior of rock masses around the cavity is much influenced by discontinuities
which are contained within them. The base friction technique is one of the most
efficient tools for modeling the behavior of discontinuous rock masses located at
relativity shallow depth.

This paper presents the development of the model materials which represent the
discontinuous soft rocks for the scale model test. It also shows some tests results
of homogeneous and discontinuous rock masses as the parameter of the depth of an
opening. The experimental results are compared with the F.E.M. analysis. It has
become clear the difference between the behaviors of homogeneous and discontinuous
rock masses.
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