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The keport on the iest excavation of the Seikan Undersea Tunnel

Hayao Kasuya
Chief, Planning Dep. J.H.C.C

The Seikan Undersea Tunnel, when it will be completed, will conﬁﬁct Hokkaido
with wain lsland of ﬂﬁpan. Ihe total length of the tunnel is 36.4 and the
part under sea is 227 . During last 20 years. various surveys and investigations
have been executed for this project. By means of these geological surveys,
we have found the physical relief and the geological structure of the strait
bottom. rowever we nave no knowledge about the charactor of faults, the
distribution of volcanic rocks near main Island and thier permeability. After
a long discussion, we have concluded that it would be the best method to explain
tuese unknown facts, to excavate the inclined shafts in the both coast of the
strait and arive the investigation drifts toward its center. So we have began
10 excavate the inclined shaft at Yoshiocka in hokkaido and will begin at Tappi in
Hain island.

In the test excavation of the investigation shaft, we will study not only
geological conditions which are remained unknown, but the consolidation of the
formation and tihe prevention of the leak by grouting. Up to 1968, we will
‘conclude that we will be able to complete the undersea tunnel and estimate
approximately the cost and period of this project.
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