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DEVELOPMENT AND EVALUATION OF EXPOSITORY TEXTS ON BIOMASS
POWER GENERATION

Naoto TAGASHIRA and Kyoko SENDA

When people consider and judge costs and benefits associated with support schemes for production of
renewable energy, they need to know the characteristics of the energy correctly. The objective of this
study is to develop short expository texts on biomass power generation. Firstly, we developed two types
of expository texts containing approximately 300 characters. One is the text composed of seven contents
identified to be provided for people in our previous research, such as a)definition, b)specific resources,
c)characteristics of power generation technologies, d)sustainable availability of resources, e)the carbon
neutral concept, Hhigh generation costs, and g)non-use of energy food crops in Japan. Another text focus-
es on the carbon neutral concept accompanied with definition, resources, and generation technologies.
Secondly, we analyzed data collected through a questionnaire survey of 4083 respondents to have them
evaluate the expository texts we created. Finally, we summarized implications obtained from the survey
results.
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