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BRIDGING A PERCEPTION GAP IN EXPLANATIONS OF THE TERM OF
‘RENEWABLE ENERGY’

Naoto TAGASHIRA and Kyoko SENDA

The objective of this paper is to clarify public perception of ‘renewable energy’, ‘new energy’, and
‘natural energy’ used as a generic term for energy generated from solar, wind, biomass, etc., and to de-
velop expository texts on the term of renewable energy whose use has recently been popular. Firstly, we
analyzed data obtained from open-ended interviews of 30 respondents to elicit the perception. Secondly,
we confirmed the results obtained from the interviews by analyzing data collected through a questionnaire
survey of 2900 respondents. The public are likely to believe that renewable energy includes nuclear pow-
er generation recycling spent nuclear fuel, while they have less beliefs that the use of solar and wind pow-
er is included in the definition. Finally, on the basis of survey results, we developed expository texts of
renewable energy and examined understandability and usefulness of the texts by a questionnaire survey.
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