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ASTUDY ON NATURE AND ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS
AND SCHOOL BIOTOPES IN SHIGA

Takaaki YONEZAWA and Shinji IDE

In this study, with a view to illustrating the current status of nature and environmental education programs (NEEPs) and schoo!
biotopes in Shiga Prefecture, a questionnaire survey on NEEPs and school biotopes was conducted for all the primary and
secondary (340) schools in the prefecture. As a results, the following was revealed: 1) 95% schools out of 150 valid responders
carry out NEEPs outside school and 71% both in and outside school; 2) terrestrial flora and fauna surveys and bird-watching
are being conducted in subjects such as Science and Livelihood in school whereas water quality, aquatic life and river current
surveys in Interdisciplinary Leaming within 20-minitute waking distance outside school; and 17 schools (11%6) have school

biotopes and spend longer hours for NEEPs outside school.
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