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A STUDY ON SHONAKANO-KO, AN EX-ATTACHED LAKE OF LAKE BIWA
— WITH A FOCUS ON BENTEN-NAIKO —

Sakae MATSUO and Shinji IDE

In this study, the authors tried to caputure the picture, functions and traditional maintenance practices of
old Shonakano-ko, which is said to be the first attached lake reclaimed in Shiga, with a view to restoring
the lake. As a result, birds, shellfishes, and fishes most likely inhabiting the old lake were identified for its
environmental formation function. In addition, it was revealed that the old lake was the center of fishery
and reed industry; and humic soil called “Sukumo” and waterweeds in the lake bottom were made use of
for alternative fuels in winter and green manure for arable lands, respectively. Fishery and aquatic plant
production functions and traditional maintenance parctices were thus illustrated partly.
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