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ASTUDY ON THE ROLES OF A THIRD PARTY
IN THE GANGES RIVER WATER CONFLICT BETWEEN BANGLADHS AND INDIA

Maiko SAKAMOTO, Yoshimi HAGIHARA

The graph model for conflict resolution is used to formally analyze an ongoing conflict between India and Bangladesh

over the regulation of the Ganges River in order to iltustrate the crucial role a Third Party can play in resolving the dispute.

Because a Third Party can assist in resolving a dispute in a variety of ways, a general systems approach to conflict

management with a Third Party is devised. The strategic analysis of the India/Bangladesh conflict using the graph modet

clearly shows that one can determine, in advance, exactly how a Third Party can influence potential resolutions to the

dispute.

In this study, one of the roles of a Third Party, Coordinator, is focused on.

As a result of applying the

procedure of the conflict management with a Third Party to India/Bangladesh conflict, it is shown that mutual belief

between Bangladesh and India is built up, and the outcome which means the improvement of the conflict situation can be

realized although the outcome cannot be achieved under the settings of the actual on-going conflict without a Third Party.
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