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PROPOSALS TO ENVIRONMENTAL COSERVATION PROGRAM IN
ESTUARIES AND TIDAL FLATS IN TERMS OF CONSERVATION OF
ENDANGERED HORSESHOE CRAB AND ITS HABITATS

Satoquo SEINO and Takaaki UDA

The horseshoe crab Tachypleus tridentatus is one of the endangered species in Japan. Various protective
measures have been conducted for the conservation of this animal by many sectors related to education and
governmental offices. History of the conservation movement is over eighty years. Nevertheless, the final goal to
preserve its population and habitats has not been achieved. The reasons of this situation were due to that Japanese
social systems for river and coastal management and legal status regarding environment were immature. Concrete
measures were proposed in order for community to solve the problems.
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