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Study on Mass Balance Structure of Tokyo and its change with time

SFE BN, mEE ;e
Masaru Morita, Isao Tabuchi

ABSTRACT; This paper studied on characteristics of mass balance of Tokyo, investigated the
change of the balance structure at five year intervals from 1979 to 1994 and compared the
balance with those of Osaka and Fukuoka. The mass balance analysis in the paper utilized data
from a physical distribution census conducted by an affiliated organization of the Ministry of
Transport. The results of the analyses show that the mass balance of Tokyo reflects the history
of the economy in Japan and the change in life-style of people in Tokyo: the stable economic
growth, high consumption life-style, the centralization to Tokyo in 1980s and the bubble
economy with its collapse in early 1990s. The comparison among the three areas indicates the
differences in internal structure of the balance; Osaka is similar to Tokyo but is characterized as
a transport-type city. Tokyo, a production-consumption city and Fukuoka, production-type city.
KEYWORDS: mass balance, physical distribution, urban environment
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