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A Method of Quantitative Comprehension of Visual Information Sent from Shops on Downtown Streets

Rz R~
Takahiko TAMURA*, Koichi AMANO*

ABSTRACT; Recently, attempts aimed for original designs of the cities are seen in various places all over the country. But when
inhabitants leads them, there are many difficulties, especially concemning about consistency of the designs. Then there is a need for an
objective index of sceneries. Because of such backgrounds, we studied sceneries of downtown strects from a standpoint of inducing
designs of sceneries. At downtown streets, sceneries are composed of information sent from shops along the streets. So, we measured
such information, mainly using "Information Theory" and proposed the indices named 'Quantity of visual stimulus', 'Intensity of
disclosure!, 'Information selection entropy ' and categorized shops based on them. Moreover, we. analyzed the relationship between
intentions of sending information and facades of the shops by them. Findings of this study are below. First of all, we made an
explanation for categorization of shops made in former studies and categorized them from other viewpoint. Secondly, we pointed out a
relationship between shops' intention of sending information and their visual elements such as advertisements on their facades.
Finally, we showed that a concept of the entropy above mentioned which expresses diversity has possibilities for an useful index of
sceneries.

KEYWORDS: information theory, street scenery, intensity of disclosure, information selection entropy
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