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Development and Application of Assessment Method for River Environment
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ABSTRACT : For implementing river works related with river environment, an assessment process in the
planning stage is necessary when executing nature-oriented river works. The main purpose of this study is to
develop an assessment method for river environment. Through workshop composed of experts on river
environment, a viewpoint to identify characteristic of watershed or river environment was proposed in addition to
viewpoints of the River Council in Japan. Also, the new concept of “ intermediate nature” was proposed to
develop a goal-oriented assessment method. The goal for river environment management is composed of 4 types of
selective targets. The prototype of the assessment method applied in this study is AMOEBA method (A general
Method Of Ecological and Biological Assessment) developed in the Netherlands. A case study on the T-River was
carried out to realize the capability of the assessment method through problem analysis on the river environment.
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