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Study on The Evaluation Method of Fish Habitat in Japanese Rivers

i I {ET
Uichi NAKAMURA  Nobuyuki TAMAI

ABSTRACT : This study proposes a new method to evaluate fish habitat in rivers. IFIM established in the
United States is the most popular method but there are some problems in its application to rivers in
Japan. The problems are owing to the difference of river environments between Japan and the United
States. Compared to the United States, rivers are short, river environments change rapidly, and river
ecosystem is complicated in Japan. So the evaluation method of fish habitat must be different. Proposed
new method includes two main processes. The first is to make bar graphs from fish preference curves .
The second is to evaluate the river environment not for only one species but for several species of fish . At
the end of this study, one concept is proposed about how to take the river ecosystem in consideration in
river planning,
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