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Changing of the situation of water quality in the river and of wastewater
treatment in fomer east germany

B MR C*
Katsumi NOMURA *

ABSTRACT: After the unification of germarny, the water quality in the Elbe River was drastic recovered through
the closing of many industries in the fomer east germany. Many wastewater treatment plants, which had insuffi—
cient removal capacity, were closed and new biological treatment plants including aerated lagoons were build. On
the contraly,because of the closing of all facilities, which were operated for agricultural irrigation after mechanical
treatment, the total loading against public water body increased. In the area, which had no sewerage sysytem. the
nutrient loading is estimated to increase five times higher than the former because of the construction of it.
Wastewater charge increased up to about 7DM and criticism against Municipal Charge Act are raised. In the state
of Saxony, the wastewater treatment plant is constructed without advanced treatment process in order to mini—
mise the construction cost and to help municipal finance.
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