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SOCIO-ECONOMICAL EVALUATION OF DECREASED VOLUME OF MUNICIPAL
SOLID WASTE COLLECTED IN USER FEES SYSTEM

LHER" BREE
Hazuki Ishida Tohru Morioka

ABSTRACT; Reducing the amount of municipal solid waste that is disposed of has become an
important policy goal. The user-fees-system for household solid waste should have incentives
to households to reduce the quantity of refuse discarded. In general, associated with intro-
duction of user-fees-system, more persons becomeaware of limitation of environmental capacity
than before. Authors analyze socio-economically how much municipal solid waste reduction
contributes to risen levelof environmental consciousness,in the case study at Sumoto City.
Here,the house~hold’'s decision mechanism on the quantities of solid waste to discard and
recycle is modeled in terms of maximized utilities subject to time and budget constraints,
and increases in level of environmental consciousness are assumedto increase utility. As a
result, using the model, this study reveals that the impact of risen level of consciousness
of environment on municipal solid waste reduction is rather slight, with comparison to impact
due to user fees.

KEY WORDS;User fees,Environmental Consciousness,Household waste reduction,Utility maximization
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