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THE MEANING OF OBSERVATION AND DESCRIPTION OF SOUND
IN A RESEARCH ON "QUIET PLACES®

X B E E
Yoshiaki OHNO*

ABSTRACT: We rescarched on the auditory aspects of "Nerima’s 12 Quiet Places" which had been
selected by the residents in a contest to choose the quiet places. Every item of sound that was
noticed by the reporter was described in the reporter’s own words.

It was made clear that the rich variety of expressions used in describing each sound reflected
the relationship between the sound and the reporter.

Language plays a major role as a tool to describe one’s environment, Therefore, the particular
terms used by a group or by a person in describing a sound are useful in understanding the user’s

view on environment.
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