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STUDY ON THE PUBLIC ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIOR TOWARDS
THE PROTECTION OF THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT

HATFEI* REFHRLH it N
Hidefumi IMURA*, Mikio OKUNO¥, Tohru FUTAWATARI*

ABSTRACT; Global environmental problems are attracting greater attention of the public. In spite of their conscious-
ness about the environment, however, they still do not abandon their high consumption lifestyles. They waste energy
and other resources and cause impact upon the environment. Saving of energy in our daily life is especially important
in order to reduce the emission of CO, which might cause the global warming and climatic changes. The problem here
is the discrepancy between attitudes and actual behavior. It is needed to clarify what is the real substrate that promote
or impede our environment friendly behaviors. From this viewpoint, a questionnaire study was conducted in Fukuoka
and Kurume, with a view to analyzing the people's attitudes about environmental protection. Necessary conditions for
encouraging people to conduct pro-environmental behaviors is discussed based on the data obtained. It is shown that
amajority of the citizens are very conscious about the environmental problems, but relevant incentives to enhance their
pro-environmental behaviors are not provided. Today's price of energy, for example, does not have enough incentive
effects. Improved public education and information is essential to provide motivations for environmentally favorable
attitudes and behaviors of the public.

KEYWORDS; environmental awareness, attitudes of the public, environmental education, global environmental con-
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