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THE TATSUMI CANAL VIEWED BY ENGLISH ENGINEERS
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ABSTRACT; The Tatsumi canal of 1632 has been seriously examined by two English engin-
eers K. Walton and A. Brookes on 22 May 1990, Through their examination, it has been
pointed out that the Tatsumi canal is an important cultural heritage peculiar to Japan,
and an enginnering masterpiece by a genious engineer Hyoshiro Itaya who supervised the
construction using the simplest possible instruments and methods elaborated by his ca-
reful design and enormous effort, A guiding principle in future management of the
Sai river has been proposed. This makes it possible to improve the Sai river in har-
mony with the ecological system as well as all the product of human activities such as
the Tatsumi canal.
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