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A Study on Geomorphological Cognition of River through Vocabulary Systems

AR AR R
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ABSTRACT; Vocabulary systems are expected to express inter-subjective differentiation of
landforms. The aim of this paper is to interpret geomorphological cognition, through case study
of river landforms by means of fisherman’s terms. As a result, river beds are classified into 12
categories, from a deep pool to a shallow stream, by criteria of following elements, which are
depth, the velocity of a stream, material of a river bed, width ratio of a deep pool to a point,
and a visual character of water surface. Fishing points are named after these elements,
direction of a stream, a pool, a riverside, water route, and a position on a cross section and a
longitudinal section. With this folk knowledge, an expert fisherman reads stones accurately one
by one to choose fishing points. The results shows that vocabulary systems effectively reflect

man’s environmental cognition.
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