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A STUDY ON RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES
AND INHABITANT CONSCIOUSNESS IN A RURAL AREA

Z# T fEEEHe HEEX
Tohru FUTAWATARI* Tetsuya KUSUD2* Hidefumi IMURA*

ABSTRACT; Environmental changes in rural areas, such as reformations of
agricultural water supply systems and countermeasures for drainage of
communities, have been caused in recent years. In order to perform
environmental assessment in a rural area, indices of urbanization and of
rural development which are defined by use of the principal component
analyses were discussed. The relationship between both indices has
negative correlation, and the developiﬁg process of rural areas depends
on the regional characteristics. A survey of inhabitants' con-
sciousness for aquatic environment was carried out in a rural area. As
a result, inhabitants recognize the aquatic environment to become worse,
but they have not taken any action to make it better. Projects of local
governments lead to the worse changes in the traditional water circu-
lation systems, and it is shown to be necessary for local governments to
have a refined policy for establishing better environment.

KEYWORDS; Rural area, Inhabitant consciousness, Development, Principal
component analysis.
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